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Thank you for considering us to be part of your child’s life.

We can only imagine how difficult this decision is, and we

hold deep gratitude and compassion for you during this time.

Our promise is to offer love, stability, and unwavering

support, and we hope knowing that brings you peace and

comfort as you choose the family that’s right for your child.

We will always honor and respect the love you have for your

child. Your courage, care, and the sacrifices you’ve made will

never be forgotten. We welcome any level of openness you

desire and will honor the ways you define your connection,

always keeping your child’s best interests at heart. 
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Since we met, we knew we wanted to raise a family together. Our 
only options were IVF or adoption, and after a lot of discussion and

consideration, we agreed that adoption was the path for us. 
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 When I was in high school, my best friend had a baby. 
She was only 16, and I remember vividly how hard that was for her. We grew
up in a very small and close-knit town; the situation was impossible to hide,

and I recall marveling at her resilience and dedication as she went
through the pregnancy and chose adoption. 

 After being matched with a family, she and the adoptive parents formed 
a strong bond, and they still see each other to this day. While Ryan and I
are very open to any adoption type, witnessing that relationship at such a
young age really shaped my view of adoption. I saw first-hand how stable
and loving the adoptive parents were, how they welcomed my friend into

their family with open arms, how they comforted her when she felt alone,
and what a brilliant young man their son has grown up to be. 

 Since then, I have always wanted to bring that same sense of security, love,
and hope to another family. Ryan and I are so fortunate to have a home and

the resources to do so and simply cannot wait to find the right match.

a  personal  story
from  Cassandra:



  We met        quite

romantically – in a

work interview. We

quickly connected,

mostly because of our

sense of humor,

strong values, and

our passion for

creating amazing art

and experiences.

We have both grown a

lot in the eight years

since we’ve met, but at

our core we are so

much the same: Ryan,

the thoughtful,

technical problem-

solver, and Cassandra,

the outspoken,

passionate planner.

Our differences,

mutual respect, and

the way we balance

each other out are

our true 

superpowers.

storyour



I’m a self-motivated engineer who genuinely enjoys building 
things, whether that’s at work or at home. I love movies, 

have more hobbies than I can realistically keep up with, 

and care deeply for my wife and sons.

Cassandra still jokes about something I told her years ago: while

most kids were watching cartoons, I was just as happy watching

home improvement shows. That’s not to say I skipped cartoons, but

even early on, I was drawn to how things are made and put

together. I’ve always had that instinct to build, and I’ve been
lucky enough to turn it into a career as a technical director.

Outside of work, that same drive shows up in all kinds of projects.

Lately, that’s ranged from building car audio systems with my sons

to completely redoing the stairs and railings in our home.

And rounding things out, I’m a big dog person. We’ve got two:

Huxley, our lab, and Hugo, our pug, who both keep things lively.
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Ryan is my rock. If I am the ocean, always moving, he is the shore, steady and
consistent. Ryan is the most loyal and dedicated man I have ever known. Very

early after we met, he told me that family and relationships are sacred to him,
and that resonated with me deeply. When we started dating, he embraced my

brothers with open arms and immediately became a trusted member of our family. 

Not even a year into our relationship, my dad passed away very suddenly. 
I will never forget Ryan’s support for me during that time, and how he stepped

up to help me and my family. Though he never got to meet my dad, he was a
pallbearer at his funeral, and I consider that the ultimate sign of honor and

respect that my dad would have loved him for.

I have never once questioned Ryan’s commitment to me and to our family. 
I have seen him over the years with his sons, how he loves them unconditionally,

and how he never lets them leave the house without saying “I love you” and
giving them a hug, because he did not have that same open affection with his

parents growing up.  I cannot wait to raise a child with him, growing that same
sense of security and support I know he has already built with his sons.
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One of my earliest memories is of my grandmother referring to me as 

a “force of nature,” and I think that holds true to this day. I am very

active in all aspects of my life – domestically, professionally, and

socially – and I love creating things and helping others get things done. 

In my work life, I am a production director for a video game company.

Over the years, my work has transformed from testing others’ work

 to championing visions for new things and driving teams to 

deliver on their dreams. 

For hobbies, modeling has been part of my life since my early 20s, 

and working with painters and photographers is still common for me. 

I have also enjoyed reading since I was young, and I write a lot as well. 

I love a wide range of authors, but some of my favorites are on 

opposite ends of the writing spectrum: Erik Larson, a historical writer,

and David Sedaris, a humorist and essayist.

Physical health is another important part of my life. I work out 

in some form or fashion every day. Long walks and hikes are my favorite,

but I also enjoy biking, bouldering with friends, and yoga. I have always

had a hard time sitting still, so even if we are at home enjoying a movie, 

I am most likely also doing stretches on my yoga mat – and possibly 

playing fetch with Huxley as well.
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Cassandra is one of those rare people who’s both incredibly 

smart and genuinely beautiful, and I’d choose being with her over just

about anything, anywhere. It might sound a little cliché, but 

she really is my perfect match.

She has a way of keeping me moving and constantly expanding 

my world, bringing culture, perspective, and a lot of energy into my day-

to-day life. What works best is how naturally we balance each other.

We each bring different strengths to the table, and that makes it easy

to rely on one another to cover our weaknesses while staying focused

on what we each do best.
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A long walk around Laguna Gloria, an outdoor
art museum in Austin, enjoying both the 
natural beauty of the landscape, and the
manmade art. We re-lived this early date 

on the night we got engaged.

A spur of the moment road trip to a gas 
station 50 miles away because they had a 

special edition Selina cup. (It was a special cup!)

Cooking dinner together and learning how
incorrectly Cassandra has been cutting onions

her entire life. We still love making dinner
together, especially now that we have 

an indoor hydroponic garden with 
fresh lettuce and herbs.

Going to a photo shoot together, Ryan sitting
patiently for hours during hair and makeup and

later using a giant piece of plastic to create
wind for the set. We still love to participate in
photo shoots, and the sets are often bustling
with friends, family, and sometimes even pets!
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When we’re at home, we both love doing puzzles. Every time 
we visit the Blanton Art Museum, we buy a puzzle from the gift shop
with a different piece of art we both like. Board game nights with

friends are another favorite. Some of us (Ryan) have patience for the
long, methodical games – others (Cassandra) typically advocate for ones
with lots of colors and pictures. We love to watch documentaries and F1

races together, too. Regardless of what we’re doing at home, playing
fetch with Huxley and listening to Hugo snore are constants.

the  things  we  lovelovelovelove
THINKING BACK ON SOME OF OUR FIRST DATES,

THEY ARE STILL SO TRUE TO OUR PERSONALITIES
AND JOYS IN LIFE. SOME FAVORITE MEMORIES:



Outside of work and home, we love to travel. 
No travel opportunities are too big or small. 

We visit small towns in the States to experience
different things in our home country - we recently

visited a small town in Texas simply because it’s
called Ding Dong and we couldn’t believe it - and
also love international travel. Ryan's favorite 
is Paris, Cassandra’s is Barcelona! For the last 
few Christmases, Cassandra has made up a small

game that we play to choose our travel destination
for the coming year. This has become a fun 

little tradition that keeps our travel 
range wide and interesting!

No matter the day or time, our consistent 
priorities are creativity, health, and curiosity. 

We are always up to learn or try something new, 
we love making things together, and enjoy

supporting each other in our artistic endeavors.
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We reside in the Texas Hill Country. 
We were both raised in Texas, 

and love being in the heart of the state
surrounded by hills, greenery, 

and wildlife. 

Our home is in a beautiful part of
North Austin. Our neighborhood is

bustling with families – and deer! The
community center is a few blocks from
our house, where families spend time

together swimming at the pool, grilling
for the 4th of July and having regular

neighborhood hangouts. 

Our favorite park is about a fifteen-
minute walk from our house – and we
are big walkers. The bus stop is just

around the corner, and we are
surrounded by great schools. Between
the dogs and the children, 8am is a very

busy time on our street!

where  we  live



Beyond our neighborhood, we are very

involved in the Austin Music and Arts

communities. Many of our friends and family

are active in these communities, so we enjoy

both participating and supporting our loved

ones in their passions. 

We contribute to the local Chamber Music and

Civic Orchestras and regularly attend their

concerts. One of our good friends plays in the

orchestra, so we love to hear about the pieces

she’s helping select for their next concert as

well as watching her perform. 

Art Museums are another

favorite for us. We are members

of the Blanton Art Museum, where

we visit often. Austin has other

beautiful (albeit small) museums

like The Contemporary, which

always has new, unique displays.

We also love Austin’s outdoor

museums such as Laguna Gloria

with beautiful gardens and ponds,

and the Umlauf Sculpture Garden.

The Texas Book Festival is another yearly 

favorite for our family. This festival takes place in

downtown Austin, so we spend two days wandering the

Capitol grounds, attending panels, and of course, buying

new books. We are fortunate to have a close family

member who was the director of this festival for years.

He remains very involved and gives us tips for all the

best things to attend and buy! 



The true stars of our home are
Hugo and Huxley... the “odd couple” in dog form

Huxley is five years old, a silver lab who we got during Covid. There’s
no way to describe Hux other than as a ball of constant joy. We are

consistently astonished by his commitment to being happy and energetic,
even when he’s in trouble. Nothing can bring this big boy down. Despite
the size disparity, he loves his big brother Hugo, greets every guest in
our house with 500 kisses, and loves long walks and playing fetch with
stray tennis balls we find on our neighborhood walks (I am not allowed

to come home from a walk without a new tennis ball).

Hugo is our little old man, a black pug about 12 years old. He is a rescue
who we’ve had for over a decade. He loves playing with his squeaky

chicken toy, chomping on ice (his absolute favorite snack) and most of all
sleeping – but only on the fluffiest of pillows. He is a master scout of

any soft surface and will find any opportunity to make a nest and cuddle.

BOTH OF OUR BOYS LOVE
PEOPLE AND ARE SO SWEET

WITH ALL OUR YOUNG NIECES,
RANGING FROM ONE TO 12

YEARS OLD. THOUGH HUXLEY IS
KNOWN TO STEAL THEIR SNACKS
WHEN THEY’RE NOT LOOKING...





Assume good intent. Every person
is going through something

different, so we do our best to
empathize with others even when

we don’t agree.

Brené Brown says, “Clear is kind”
and we both believe this. Being
honest and tackling challenges

head-on is important to us. 

Family is sacred. We cherish our
relationship and respect each

other always.

Commitment to growth. We believe
in trying new things, supporting

and encouraging each other
throughout the process. Positive

change happens when we take
risks, make mistakes, and be

    vulnerable. We look forward to     
    supporting a child in exploring

          all the things life has 
      to offer. 

there are several                             we share...values



We have a lot of family! 

We both have siblings and they

each have their own families. Our

nieces and nephew range in age

from one to 18; all of them live

in Texas, and we see them often,

especially birthdays, holidays and

now cheerleading competitions!

the  people  we  

Ryan’s two grown sons also live 

in Austin. We have dinner or game

nights with them and their partners

every month as well. Ryan’s sons take

after him and are both engineers too.

There is a lot of technical talk on

their nights over, and they kindly

tolerate all the bad jokes from

everyone who doesn’t understand them.

lovelovelovelove



We also have a great support system in our friends.
Our friend group is diverse and they come from all

walks of life. Many of them also have full families, and
they are wonderful and supportive. Some of them don’t

know about our adoption journey yet, and they are
going to absolutely burst with joy when they find out!

ANOTHER CHILD WOULD BE
A WELCOME ADDITION FOR

EVERYONE IN OUR FAMILY.
WE HAVE A FEELING WE WILL

HAVE NO ISSUE FINDING A
BABYSITTER WHEN NEEDED!



Christmas! We love celebrating and decorating for Christmas. Every year, we

choose a different color theme and deck out our house, Christmas tree and

gifts with that color scheme. We have a lot of family so typically have multiple    

 celebrations around that time with different parts of the family, but always     

      spend Christmas Day with Ryan’s full family. There are some truly amazing             

                                                            decorations around town, so we always  

                                                        choose a night to go for a long drive, 

                                                         drink hot cocoa and look at the lights. 

WHILE THE COMPANY, LIGHTS, AND

GIFTS ARE ALWAYS A JOY, THE BEST

PART OF CHRISTMAS IS RYAN’S

HOMEMADE CINNAMON ROLLS. THEY

GET BETTER EVERY YEAR. 

family  traditions



Birthdays are important for us as

well. Because we do have a lot of

family, we have a big dinner to

celebrate everyone born in the

same month.  June is especially busy.

Outside of holidays, we have a 

few other traditions we like to keep.

Going to the beach every year with

family and close friends is very

important to us, and it’s a tradition

dating back to Cassandra’s

childhood. Port Aransas on the

Texas coast is where we always go,

renting a large house, driving 

golf carts around the small town,

and spending as much time in 

the water as possible.

On Sunday mornings, we take 

Huxley to downtown Austin for a

long walk around the Lake. 

We love doing this, and often run

into friends or family on our walk as

it’s a very popular trail. Huxley will

never let us break this tradition, and

we can’t wait to add a baby stroller

to the walking challenge!



what we                                   to you...promise
One thing is for sure; your child will be loved

unconditionally. Hugs, learning, and laughter will be daily.

Opportunities and dreams will be supported endlessly.

If we match, we are open to any arrangement type 

that works best. We also understand that your needs or

desires may change over time; we will always honor your

feelings, be open to how we can adjust, and embrace this

experience from a place of curiosity as we learn and develop.

We will embrace both opportunities and challenges as they

come, and provide love and support above all else.

Ryan + Cassandra
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